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May 24, 2019

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

The Honorable Jocelyn G. Boyd
Chief Clerk / Administrator
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

RE: Application of Carolina Water Service, Inc. for Approval of an Increase in its
Rates for Water and Sewer Services
Docket No. 2017-292-WS

Dear Ms. Boyd:

I am writing to address the timing requirements of S.C. Code Ann. EJ58-3-330 as
they apply to the Petition for Reconsideration ("CWS Petition" ) we filed for Carolina
Water Service Inc. ("CWS")'n the referenced docket. The CWS Petition was filed
on February 14, 2019. On March 7, 2019, the Commission issued Order No. 2019-178
in which it dismissed the CWS Petition on the basis that a notice of appeal filed by
CWS divested the Commission of jurisdiction. On May 15, 2019, the South Carolina
Supreme Court issued an order dismissing the appeal, vacating Order No. 2019-178
and directing the Commission to decide the issues raised by the CWS Petition. On
May 21, 2019, we filed a supplemental memorandum in support of the CWS Petition
in which we provided the Commission with additional information to consider in
deciding the issues raised by the CWS Petition.'here

are two provisions of EJ58-5-330 that show that the Commission has until
thirty days from May 21" to rule on the CWS Petition: (1) the statute expressly allows
the Commission to grant a petition for rehearing "after consideration of all the facts,
includin those arisin since the makin of the order or decision...;" and (2) it
provides that a determination by the Commission must be made "within thirty days
after it is finall submitted." The rehearing provision thus allows a party to submit
additional information after the close of a hearing as a basis for a rehearing, and it

'WS has recently changed its name to Blue Granite Water Company (see Order No.
2019-228 in Docket No. 2018-365-WS) but will continue to use CWS in this docket to
avoid confusion.'he supplemental information submitted by CWS is a settlement agreement and order
approving the settlement in the litigation that is the subject of the CWS Petition. The
settlement and order approving it occurred after the hearing in this matter.
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ties the deadline for decision on the petition to the date that the request is "finally
submitted." We submit that these two provisions apply in the present proceeding
to require a ruling by the Commission within thirty days from the date that CWS
submitted its supplemental memorandum, or June 20, 2019. In addition to being a
straightforward application of the wording of %58-5-330, a deadline of thirty days
from the May 21" filing will allow the other parties and the Commission a reasonable
opportunity to respond to the CWS Petition as supplemented.

For the reasons explained in this letter we request that the Commission issue a
Hearing Officer directive clarifying that the deadline for ruling on the CWS Petition
is June 20, 2019. Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Yours truly,

rank R. Ellerbe,

FRE:tch

cc: Parties of Record (via email)
Joseph Melchers, Esquire (via email)
Catherine E. Heigel, President (via email)
Michael R. Cartin (via email)


